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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. The Main Adminis*retion ¢f the Nerth Sea Route (Glavnoye Upravleniye
Qevaromcrskogs Tutl - Glavsevmorput') in Moscow is the agency in
charge of exploration and expicitation of the North Sea Route.
Orginally *his administraticn was in Ieningrad, but during World Wer 11
1+ was =vacushed to Mostow where 1t has rerained ever since.

This edministration 1s independesni of the Ministry of the Merchant
Marine and L1s directly sutordinate %c tne SSR Council of Ministers,
most probably to Depuby Presidsnt Beriya. Until 1946, the head

of the Mian Administration of the North Sea Route was Afanas’yev,
later appointed Minister of the Merchant Marine, where he replaced
Shershov. Afanas'y=v held this new position fcr about a week,
tecame "111", wen* on elck-leave, and wag never heard of since.

T @o not kpow who 1s the present heed of Glavsevmorput'.

2. The Glavsevmorput® has the highest priority on expert personnel
needed for carrying out its projects. Every individual requested
by this administration, regardless of his position and its
importance, is immediately released and placed at the disposal of

Glavsevmorput® .

Another gcvernment agency, clozely connected with Glavsevmorput’',
the "Ministry of ths Interior Far-Rast Construction Project”
{Dal®nevostochnoye Stroitel!stvo Ministerstva Vnutrennikh Del~
"Dalsstry MVD") enjoys the same kind of priority on techniclans
and workers. It is in charge of construction projects in the
arctic reglons, and 1n regions adjoining the Sea of Okhotsk.
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largest reglonal aidministration of %his agency 1s 1in
vesadan /7034N-1504817 at the rorthern end of the Sea of Okhotsk,
vhleh is cererred to as the "Capital of Captives™ (Stolitsa
saklyuchennykh)}. The offices of Lhe Far-East Construction Project
are located in Moscow on Stepana Razina Ulitsa #7. This agency
conducts large scale recrultment of conatruction and mechanical
engineers, technicians, mot r apecjalists, mechanles, drivers,
radlo operators, accountants, econcmists, skippers of small
vessels (up to 200 tecns), and @1l xinds of skilled workers. The
recruitment campalgn has become especially acstlve since 1947, when
recruitment shations of the Far-fast Construction Project were opened
in all larger centers of the USSR. |

Ti--

srilied labor for the project =c provided by the Tandreds of
slave labor camps located arcund Magadan. In 1648 I was told

] that very large groups i 3lave
laborers, probably up Lo wwe miilicn people., were transyorced to
Magadan in 1943 via the Sea of Chirotsk.

The Hydrographical Institute o7 bl Maln North Ses Route Administration
(Gidrograficheskiy Instisul 4 evmorpuat ') in Leningrad is an
educational institution on 5he university ievel which pregares
specialists for Glavsevmorooak'. Ih has three departments

(2} Hydrographlcal
{(») Hydro-meteorological
(2) Navigation {Shturmen:kiy)

~he course in all departments lasts five o x vears. The
requirements for candldates are ten FCars of previms eduveatlon,

a sucecessful examination =nd uolibtlcal relistility. The annual
entranice quota is 120 stulerncs. Tuwhzl abtendance ay the institube
15 about 600-700 stndentz. The irgtitute enjouys zn exccllent
reputation and 1s favered ©y the government. OStudents wear mer-
chant marine uniform and arc given higher scholarships thaa other
college students. '
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'W1th respect to weather problems er.countered on the Norih Sea
Route, I only kmow what I read in gublications on the North Sea
Boute avallable to any individual and sold cpenly in bockztores,

" even in Germany. I rememdber that the navigation on this route

is usually open from the end of Jurne ts the teginning of September.
Vessels proceed 1in convoys, headed by jce-breakers, at the zspeed of
geven to elght miles per hour. Vesseles are not allowed to> prouceed
individuaelly beyond Dudinka ZEQQSN-SGlOE? because of the dangers
connected with the constant movemens of lce in this region. <Goling
east from Dudinka navigation ccnditions are extremely difficult.
The several small ports located between Dudinka and the Bering
Strait are completely lsolated and lucky 1f they are wvisited once

a year by a ship brirnging supplies and fcod, By the HNorth Sea
Route & voyage from Arkhangel to Vladivestok lasts six weeks.

The main por% on the route 1s Dudinka. I have heard that in 1G4GC
a group of destroyers (eskadrennykh minonustaev) went by this

route from Murmansk to Vliadivostok.
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6. The praatical recults, however, achieved on this route until now,
certadnly do not Justify eli the efforts and fimancial ‘
sacrifices made by tre Soviet Government. Economioally, in the
gsense of reolamation and cultivation of the arctic regions, the
projeet 18 a complete failure, In spite of this, Soviet
propaganda makes extensive efforts to present the project as
a gucgess to the outside world, In my opinion, this route
'8 impontant only for military-navel purposes, and eapecially
for the operation of the naval air-force, Although I have no
definite ipformation to this effect, I bellieve that it ocan be
assumed ‘that in the post-war perilod the Soviets have oconstructed
several military air bases along this route.
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